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Birth of the palatine branch of the Garai family. The early history of the Dorozsma genus (1269-1375)
The main objective of this paper is to present that period of the history of the Dorozsma genus
which started with it being mentioned for the first time (1269) and finished with the ap-
pointment of Nicholas to the office of palatine (1375). In this early time the genus disintegrated
to branches and families which shared their hereditary possessions, performed military and
diplomatic missions. They could start a conscious lordship-construction out of the estates they
got from the king for their loyal service. Prosperous kinship and lord-in-waiting (familiaris)
relationships were formed. The presentation of all these factors can hopefully expose the
premises that preceded the “success-story” of the palatine branch of the Garai family in the
middle of the 14™ century.

Key words: medieval aristocracy, baronial careers, genealogy, archontology, Garai family,
thirteenth-fourteenth centuries.

(B0

The only summary about the history of the Garai family was published in
1897 by Mor Wertner.' The author utilized the source materials of his age and
the chronicle of John Thurdczy to present the most significant moments of
the life of members of the family. After more than hundred years it is relevant

" The research was supported by the program ,TAMOP 4.24.A/2-11-1-2012-0001 — Nemzeti
Kivalésag Program — Hazai hallgatoi, illetve kutatdi személyi tdmogatast biztositd rendszer
kidolgozasa és miikddtetése konvergencia program”.

' M6r WERTNER: A Garaiak [The Garais]. Szdzadok 31. (1897:10) p. 902-938. (hereafter: WERTNER
1897).
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to construct new biographies which integrate the accumulated data. The
narrative parts of charters, annals, the achievements of auxiliary sciences, and
discoveries of archeological excavations can also contribute to the drawing of
a more colourful image about the Garais. In the early period of the Dorozsma
genus it seemed the members of the ban branch would become permanent
and determining attendants of the medieval Hungarian politics. Andrew, the
founder of the palatine branch, was not an office-holder. He is only known
from title deeds, but the next three generations rose to an illustrious rank in
the history of the Hungarian Kingdom, because they were palatines for more
than half a century; and before becoming palatine they led a number of royal
campaigns as bans of Macso.

The origin of the Dorozsma genus

The designator settlement of the Dorozsma genus was alluded in a charter
written in 12372 The mentioning of its abbot was the evidence that the
monastery of the genus existed. The name of the locality originates from a
personal name. The Slavic word druzba means friendship, best man,
groomsman.’ If we accept this theory of the origin of the name of the genus,
then it is important to know that a person called Drusma was found in a
diploma written in 1075." In this source and its transcription from 1124° a
person named Beche was found as brother of Drusma. They railed off their
estates. This early source can perhaps explain why a crowned snake holding
a golden apple in his mouth is found both on the genus coat of arms chest of
Dorosma and Beche. This snake could be an ancient symbol. The heraldic
connection between the two clans was exhibited by Joseph Csoma, but he
did not know the written evidence.’

? Istvan PETROVICS: A honfoglaléstol Mohécsig [From the Hungarian conquest to Mohécs]. In:
Kiskundorozsma. Tanulminyok. [Kiskundorozsma. Essays.] Eds. Lajos Kovér — Laszlo Sandor
Téth. Szeged 1995. p. 75-104. here: p. 77.

*Emdke Erzsébet VERES: A Délvidék korai 6magyar kori helynevei [The early Old Hungarian
toponymy of the Délvidék]. Debrecen, 2007. (Thesis) p. 44; Zso6fia KERTESZ: Kolostorok, monostorok
nevei Magyarorszigon a korai émagyar korban [The names of cloisters and monastries in Hungary
in the early Old Hungarian period]. Debrecen 2001. (Thesis) p. 48.

* Codex diplomaticus Hungariae ecclesiasticus ac civilis. I-XL Ed. Gyorgy FEjER. Budae 1829-1844.
(hereafter: FEJER) I. p. 434.

* FEER 11 p. 74.

®Jozsef Csoma: A Dorozsma és Becse-Gergely nemzetség cimere. [The coat of arms of the
Dorozsma and Becse-Gergely genus] Turul 20 (1902:1) p. 7-10. here: p. 9.

104



BIRTH OF THE PALATINE BRANCH OF THE GARAI FAMILY. THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE DOROZSMA GENUS (1269-1375)

The coat of arms of the Nicholas Garai palatine (1416) and the Bethlen family (17" century)’

The first mention of the members of the mlﬂ
Dorozsma is found in a charter written ;

. Stephan -

in 1269 when John de genere Drusma e —

and his son, Stephan, got their de- ‘ Tohu | Paul ‘ lAndrew
signatory settlement Gara (Gorjani,

Croatia) in Valkd county from Béla, Demeter b= Paul Paul
Duke of Slavonia. The source does not

contain a detailed description of the m]drewHStephan‘ Nicholas‘
deeds of these men. We can learn from

it that John comes was a prominent — John

soldier of the duke and together with
the duke’s ensifer, Stephan, they pro-
tected Béla in numerous doubtful situ-
ations.’

One branch of the family was moved from Dorozsma to over the Drava
river by this? donation. John, the first known forefather of the Garais, was
mentioned as comes in the source, so either he must have been a bailiff in fact
or he was in a knightly position. Magister Stephan was the sword-carrier
(ensifer) of the duke in 1269, his name was mentioned until 1300 in
publications of authentical places.” He was reported to have been a ban after
his death. In John Karacsony’s opinion he was the wvicecomes of Ugrin Csak

The male linear genealogy of the Garai family

7 Jozsef KEOPECZI: A Becse-Gergely nemzetség, az Apafi és a Bethlen grof Bethlen csaléd cimere
[The coat of arms of the Becse-Gergely genus, the Apafi, and the Bethlen family]. Erdélyi
Tudomdnyos Fiizetek (1928:13) p. 18; Antal POR — Gyula SCHONHERR: Az Anjouk kora az Anjou
haz és orokosei (1301-1439) [The Angevin, the Angevin family, and its heirs]. In: A magyar
nemzet torténete III. [History of the Hungarian Nation IIl.] Ed. Sandor Szilagyi. Budapest 1895.
(hereafter: POR — SCHONHERR) table after p. 522.

® FEJER VII/3. p. 64.

?1296: Codex diplomaticus Arpadianus continuatus. I-XIL Ed. Gusztdv WENZEL. Budapest 1860-
1874. X. p. 233; 1299: FejEr VII/3. p. 113.
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ban of Macso." In Attila Zsoldos's view perhaps he was the ban of Slavonia in
1280." Stephan’s three sons became founders of illustrious families. In the
Garai family of the Dorozsma genus the bini or binfi branch was originated
from Paul; the Harapkai Botos one from John; and at last the palatine branch
from Andrew. Katherine, the only daughter of Stephan, married Demeter
Nekesei (magister tavernicorum regalium).”

Life in the service of the Angevin kings — Paul Garai

The relationship between the Garai family and Ugrin Csak survived the
death of Stephan. Supposedly after the death of his father, Paul stayed in
service of Ugrin Csak and perhaps as a castellan he was the head of castle
Pozsega when Charles I (1308-1342) arrived in Hungary (1301). Paul gave the
castle to the new king and in the following decades he became a successful
soldier in the consolidating expeditions of Charles 1.” Paul fought against the
rebels in county Pozsega and he followed his lord to Bohemia, too." Because
of his unquestionable loyality and prominent military talent Paul earned
more functions which ensured the defence of the southern boundaries. When
Charles I acquired the castle of K&szeg, Paul became the castellan (1316-
1328)." At the same time he was the bailiff of Bodrog (1317-1327), Valko
(1320-1328), and Szerém (1323-1327) counties. These offices were connected
with the dignity of the ban of Macso (1320-1328)."

When the king’s Polish wife, Elizabeth appeared, a dinamic de-
velopement began at the court and chancellery of the queen. The court of the
queen left Temesvar in 1323 and moved to Visegrad just like the royal court.
The most influential office-holders on the side of the queen were the iudex
curiae reginae and the magister tavernicorum reginalium. During his career Paul
got both offices. He was the judge of the court of the queen between 1331 and

" Janos KARACSONYL: A magyar nemzetségek a 14. szizad kizepéig. [The Hungarian genuses to the
middle of the 14 century] Budapest, 19952 p. 438. (hereafter: KARACSONYI 1995)

" Attila ZsoLDos: Magyarorszig vildgi archontolégidia 10001301 [The secular archontology of
Hungary 1000-1301]. Budapest 2011. p. 311.
"> WERTNER 1897. p. 904.

“His elder brother, John Botos also fought in the royal expeditions. Codex diplomaticus
Hungaricus Andegavensis I-VIL. Eds. Imre Nagy — Gyula Tasnadi Nagy. Budapest 1878-1920.
(hereafter: ANJOU) L. p. 334. We have not data about the youngest brother, Andrew. Perhaps he
also became soldier of Charles I..

" ANjoU T p. 196-197.

" KARACSONYI 1995. p. 438

' Pal ENGEL: Magyarorszag vildgi archontolégidja 1301-1457. [The secular archontology of
Hungary 1301-1457] Budapest, 1996. (hereafter: ENGEL 1996) II. p. 27.
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1336. At the same time he was working as the bailiff of Szatmar county. From
1334 to 1353 he was the head of jurisdiction and finances at the court of the
queen.”” Being at the most honourable of courts he could build his kinship
and prepare the promotional possibilities of his acquaintances.

The career of Paul Garai exemplifies how a lay aristocrat could get on in
the politics of the middle of the 14" century. His residence at the royal court
was not hereditary because joining the new king was his own decision. The
old ally Ugrin Csdk was most probably advising him. For Paul and his
brother, John Botos, the first two decades of the rule of Charles I were a
permanent military challenge which they complied successfully. After the
verification of his talents Paul could become office-holder in the county
administration and later on office-holder at the court of the queen.

A derical career in the service of Louis I - John Garai'

Three boys (Stephan, John, Paul) and two girls (llona, unknown) were born
from the marriage of Paul Garai and Kds Nekcsei. Stephan and Paul were
both bailiffs of Zala county in the middle of the 1340s,"” nevertheless, the
power of the family was increased mainly by John. He chose ecclesiastical
career and became doctor of canon law (licentiatus in iure canonico) suppos-
edly in Bologna, just like his cousin, Balint Alsani. The first data about the
prebend of John Garai dates back to 1344 when a confessional clemency was
asked for John by his most specific friend (specialissimus amicus) Nicholas
Vasari (provost in the capitulum Esztergom).” At that time period John
Garai was the prebendary of the Pécs cathedral chapter and the prior of the
chapter (ecclesia collegalis) of St. John the Baptist (minor prior).?' The 10-12

"7 ENGEL 1996. L. p. 54-56.

** Particular description of his career see: Tiinde ARVAL: A, sohasem volt” szepesi prépost. Garai
Janos veszprémi piispok palyafutasa [John Garai’s Biography, the wrong-called Provost of
Szepes). In: , Koztes Eurdpa” vonzdsdban. Unnepi tanulmdnyok Font Mdrta tiszteletére. Eds. Déniel
Bagi — Tamas Fedeles - Gergely Kiss. Pécs 2012. (hereafter: ARVAI2012.) p. 33-44.

" Istvan 1343-1346, Pal 1345-1377. Pal ENGEL: Magyar kozépkori adattdr. [Hungarian medieval
database] CD-ROM. 2001. (hereafter: ENGEL 2001a) here: Archontoldgia: IV. Ispanok Zala.

? Arpéd BOSSANYIL: Regesta supplicationum. A pipai kérvénykinyvek magyar vonatkozisti okmdnyai
[The Hungarian-related records of the papal books of applications] 1. Budapest 1916. p. 242.
(hereafter: BOSSANYI 1916)

* Gyorgy TIMAR: Pécs egyhazi tarsadalma Karoly Robert kordban. [The ecclesiastical society of
Pécs in the age of Charles 1] In: Baranyai Helytorténetirds 1981. Pécs 1982. p. 13-56, here: p. 39;
Tiinde ARVAL: A pécsi varbéli Keresztel$ Szent Janos tarsaskaptalan korai torténete. [History of
the chapter of St. John the Baptist in Pécs] In: Pécsi Szemle 12 (2009: summer) p. 3-10; Laszld
Koszra-Tamas FEDELES: A pécsi kisprépostsdg. [The small provostry of Pécs] In: A pécsi
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members of the chapter were supervised by John, while they were of
assistance to the bishop of Pécs to carry out governmental and liturgical
functions. In the same year (1346) John possessed prebend in the capitulum
of Esztergom, he was comes capelle regine® and secretus cancellarius. The royal
chaplains were entrusted with diplomatic issues by Louis I. The political
career of John was determined by the conflict between Naples and the
Hungarian Kingdom. In the spring of 1346 John was negotiating at the court
of pope Clement VI about the solution to clear up the disagreement between
the states. On 19th July 1346 the pope appointed John the bishop of Vesz-
prém. He was rewarded for his diplomatic service.** As bishop of Veszprém
he kept his earlier offices and prebends andwhile he enjoyed their financial
benefits. ® Because of financial issues of the appointment (he could not pay
the servitium) and his diplomatic engagements, John Garai postponed his
consecration four years — hence the pope wanted to take away his office.
Finally, his ordainment was realized between 1 August 1351 and 19 January
1352.%

As it was mentioned previously, the diplomatic service of John Garai was
defined by the question of Naples. At first he was a member of the legation
which tried to solve the conflict by peaceful means in 1346. When Louis I
decided for the campaign against Naples the expedition was prepared by
John Garai and Nicholas Kont in the Italian peninsula.” As a result he
participated in the campaign as a member of the attendance of the king.®

egyhdzmegye torténete 1. A kizépkor évszdzadai. [History of the Diocese of Pécs 1. Medieval
Centuries 1009-1543] Eds. Tamas Fedeles — Gabor Sarbak - Jozsef Stimegi. Pécs 2009. p. 231-
234, here: p. 232.

2 ANjou IV. p. 359.

® Ferenc KOLLANYI: Esztergomi kanonokok 1100~1900 [The prebendaries of Esztergom 1100-1900].
Esztergom 1900. p. 50

* Monumenta Romana Episcopatus Vespremiensis — A veszprémi piispokség rémai oklevéltira. T-IV.
Budapest 1896-1907. (hereafter: MREV) IL. p. 50.

® Gyorgy BONIS: A jogtudo értelmiség a Mohdcs elétti Magyarorszigon. [The legal trained
intelligentsia in Hungary before the Defeat at Mohacs] Budapest, 1971. p. 33; BOSSANYI 1916. p.
184.

* MREV II. Nr. 164, 166.

¥ Béla BELLER: Magyarok Népolyban [Hungarians in Naples]. Budapest 1986. (hereafter: BELLER
1986) p. 63-64; Gyula KRISTO: Az Anjou-kor hdboriii [The wars of the Angevin era]. Budapest
1988. (hereafter: KRISTO 1988) p. 109-110; Lészl6 VESZPREMY: Az Arpid- és Anjou-kor csatdi,
hadjaratai [The battles and campaigns of the Arpadian and Angevin era]. Budapest 2008. p. 164.
% POR — SCHONHERR 1895. p. 192-193; A harom Villani krénikéja [The chronicle of the three
Villanis]. Tr. Miklds Racz. In: Kézépkori kronikisok 8-9. [Medieval chroniclers 8-9.] Budapest 1909.
p- 177; BELLER 1986. p. 89; KRISTO 1988. p. 116-119.
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When Louis I realized he could not keep the acquired territories, John was
sent to Avignon to take part in the peace talks.”” In the end John Garai went
back to Italy and gave effect to the points of the peace-treaty and eventually
he absolved the participiants of the expedition of their sins.*®

While John Garai was in Avignon, he applied for benefices for his
relatives and familiars3' John’s cousin Nicholas did not choose the ecclesias-
tical career, so for him the service of the king was a great opportunity to
establish his career.

A sedulous and circumspect warrior — Nicholas Garai

Nicholas was born before 1340 from the marriage of Andrew Garai and the
daughter of Ladislao Nevnai. Nicholas's name can be found on the list of
Agnes Kurcz, but presumably he spent his youth in at illustrious court where
he could acquire the basic techniques of handling of weapons. He could
make good use of this knowledge as ban of Macso from 1359.

Holding this office became traditional in the family. The aforesaid uncle of
Nicolas was the ban of Macso from 1320 to 1328 and his other uncle, John
Alsani held the office between 1328 and 1354. In the 1350s the government of
the Hungarian Kingdom was based on the so-called honor system but Louis
the Great realized the advantages of the Garai family’s estates’ nearness to the
borderline. Private talent and influential kinship made the family strong
enough to control the defence of the southern border of Hungary.

As ban of Macso Nicholas entered the exclusive baron class. This office-
holding involved several honor properties, including a few castles,® there-
fore he grew into the office of bailiff of Bodrog, Valkd, Baranya, Szerém and
Bacs counties.®® The Castle of Macso was destroyed in the early 14" century
(before 1318), so Szavaszentdemeter could become the seat of the ban.3* The

¥ MREV IL Nr. 164.

*MREV IL Nr. 172.

' ARVAI 2012. p. 41-42.

% The honors of the ban of Macso: Keresztes, Baranyavar, Harsany in Baranya county, Vicsadal,
Ivanka, Illyési in Valkd county and Zimony, Kélpény in Szerém county. P4l ENGEL: Magyarorszig
a kizépkor végen. Digitalis térkép és adatbazis a kozépkori Magyar Kiralysag telepiiléseirdl
[Hungary in the end of the Middle Ages. Digital map and database on the settlements of the Medieval
Hungarian Kingdom] CD-ROM. Budapest 2001. (hereafter: ENGEL 2001b)

“He was here 31 January 1362. Magyar Nemzeti Levéltdr, Mohacs el6tti gytijtemény
Diplomatikai Levéltar [Diplomatics Archives] (hereafter: DL) 91574-91575; 20 May 1366: DL
39132, 1 May 1368: DL 86 177.

¥ Péter ROKAY — Miklos TAKACS: Macs6. In: Korai Magyar Torténeti Lexikon. Ed. Gyula KRiSTO —
Pal ENGEL — Ferenc MAKK. Budapest 1994. p. 421.
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bailiff was the head of the county jurisdiction.®> People could appeal to the
court of the ban if not satisfied with the judgement of the county jurisdiction.
He needed competent colleagues to fulfill governmental, jurisdictional and
literacy functions. The vicecomes, the castellanus, the protonotarius, and the
notarius were also the familiars of the ban.3°

The known colleagues of Nicholas Garai

protonotarius 1369 Andrew”

1369-1371 Thomas Szomajomi®
vicecomes of Valké county 1361 Emericus Beseny$”

1365-1367 John Bétyai*’

1367-1369 George"

1372 George Szészteleki®
vicecomes of Szerém county 1370 Emericus Bazakozi®
castellan of Harsany castle 1375 Demetrius™
castellan of Cserdg castle 1377 Ladislaus®

¥ The residence of the court was in Nagyfalu for Baranya county (1360: Codex diplomaticus
domus senioris comitum Zichy de Zich et Vasonkeo III. Eds. Imre NAGY-Ivan NAGY - Dezsé
VEGHELY. Budapest 1874. p. 189, DL 87432; 1374: Magyar Orszagos Levéltar, Mohacs el6tti
gytjtemény, Diplomatikai Fényképgytijtemény [Diplomatics Photocollection] (hereafter: DF)
230 570), in Dopsa for Szerém county (1361: Oklevéltdr a Tomaj nemzetségbeli losonczi Binffy csaldd
torténetéhez 1. 1214-1457. Ed. Elemér VARJU. Budapest 1908. p. 239. Nr. 193; 1363: DF 265 663) and
in Valkovar for Valké county (1360: DF 265 556; 1362: DL 41 509; 1367: DL 91 731; 1370: DL
91767, DF 265567).

* Tamés FEDELES: A vildgi kormanyzat mékodése a késG kozépkorban (1301-1526) [The
function of the secular government in the late Middle Ages] In: Marta FONT — Tamas FEDELES —
Gergely Kiss — Kata KALSECZ RAFFAYNE: Magyarorszdg kormdnyzati rendszere (1000-1526). Pécs
2007. p. 45-100. here: p. 90.

¥ DL 93410.

* Codex diplomaticus regni Croatiae, Dalmatige ac Slavonige. TI-XVIIL Ed. Tadeusz SMICIKLAS.
Zagreb 1904~ (hereafter: SMICIKLAS) here: XIV. p. 223, 374.

¥ DL9121.

*DF 265564, DL 41727.

*' SMICTKLAS XIV. p. 93, DF 265676.
DL 91794.

“ DF 265677.

“ DL 6256.

* DF 265576.
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At the end of the 1350s the northern part of Serbia was governed by
Lazar. When he got into conflict with Stephan Uros tzar, he leagued with the
Brankovices. Lazar asked Louis the Great for help in exchange for his feudal
fidelity. The Hungarian king supported him and led an expedition against
Uro$ and Vukasin in 1359. Nicholas Garai took his share in the successful
expedition. After that his son engaged the daughter of Lazar. According to
the annals of John Kiikiillei Nicholas Garai, who became ban as a young man,
was making all his efforts to keep the area. He was brisk and circumspect at
war.4

We have more information about the Wallachian expedition. The purpose
of this campaign was to make Lajk voivode henchman of Louis the Great
again and prevent the liquidation of Vidin.#’ In August 1369 the king en-
couraged Peter Himfi, ban of Bulgaria to persist by sending Benedek Himfi
and Nicholas Garai to help him.* The first manoeuvre of the Transylvanian
vaivode failed and Nicholas Laczkfi died. Though the begining of the war
was unlucky, Nicholas Garai led the royal army across the river Danube. The
small boats were loaded with parapets and safety towers.*

Furthermore, Nicholas Garai ban of Macso was the victorious general of
that campaign which was launched against Radu vaivode of Wallachia and
his allies Sisman tsar of Bulgaria and Murad Turkish sultan from May to
September in 1375. The purpose of this expedition was to stop the northern
invasion of the Turks and take away the office of the ban of Szorény and his
Transylvanian estates from the unfaithful Radu vaivode.® As a reward
Nicholas Garai received the office of palatine.”!

* Janos KUKULLEL Nagy Lajos viselt dolgairdl [The everyday life of Louis the Great]. Tr. Kalman
Dékani. In: Kozépkori kromikdsok 5. Ed. [Medieval chronichers 5.] Brasso 1906. (hereafter:
KUKULLEI1906.) p. 146.

¥ The part which was closer to Hungary belonged to the Bulgarian tsar of Vidin (Buaus - BG).
Louis the Great occupied this state in 1365, and it was led by a Hungarian governor under the
title of ban of Bulgaria until 1369.

29 August 1369 DL 108 014, A nagykdlléi Kallay-csaldd levéltira. -1 Ed. Budapest 1943. IL. Nr.
1628.

* KUKULLEI 1906. 145.

¥ Bernét L. KumorovITZ: I Lajos kiralyunk 1375. évi havasalfoldi hadjarata (és ,torok”)
habortja. [The Wallachian campaign (and , Turkish”) war of our king Louis I in 1375] Szizadok
117 (1982) p. 919-982, here: p. 942-968.

*' Tt was possible because after Imre Lackfi had resigned from the office, there was a vacancy in
the service. The office of palatine was vacant between 8 May and 8 August 1375. DL 96 495,
75 545. Nicholas was the palatine before 13 Oktober 1375, but he have not had yet a new sigil, so
he used the old one. DL 41987. Szilard SUTTO: Adalékok a 14-15. szazadi magyar vilagi
archontologidhoz, kiilondsen az 1384-1387. évekhez. [Additions to the Hungarian secular
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The estates of the palatine branch of the Garai family

The act of dividing the patrimonial lands is a determining moment in the
history of all genuses. The disintegration of the Dorozsma genus was made
in the first half of the 14" century. The lands of Nicholas’s grandfather were
scattered in four counties. Akcsmagyari (Buzsak), Gyogy,* Vétye were found
near the southern shore of lake Balaton in Somogy county, Sarad, Csenej,
Békatof6 and Bacsi in Temes county, Gara and Verbice in Valkd county, while
Serfesd (Servusdei) and Fenlak (Fellak) were found in Arad county.?

There is little information about the history of Gara settlement. After the
death of Stephan it presumably was the collective possession of his sons. At
the end of the 14% century this was the centre of the palatine branch. Gara
was one of the oldest settlements of Slavonia. The “new” Gara is near
Diakdvar today. This well-defensible settlement was found in a bulge of a
valley and it was surrounded by dry and water-furrows. Not only was the
castle the residence of the family, but it was political and economic centre of
the region and the symbol of the power of the family>* The native land of
Nicholas Garai was described by Lorenzo de Monaci as a fertile area?ground
where the sparkling river Drava flows through.® The settlement was usually
named as villa or possessio in the sources.* The term oppidum was used from
the 1380s.” The oldest part of the castle, made of wood, was a barbican
(donjon) which was surrounded by walls and furrows.® The settlement was
circa 140 meters long and 50 meters wide and it had a trapezoidal ground
plan. In the eastern side of the town was found the circa 50 meters long and
35 meters wide castle.

archontology in the 14%-15" centuries, especially the years 1384-1387] Leveltdri Szemle 52
(2002:4) p. 28-39. here: p. 36.

% Paul, Andrew and John had a southerly vineyard in the settlement in 1322.

* Fenlak and Serfesd were the possessions of the Szentmihalyi family of the Dorozsma genus in
the middle of the 14" century. After the Szentmihalyi family had died out, the Botos family got
the settlements. The division of the hereditary estates took long. ANJoU VL. p. 439-442.

* Andrew (protonotarius of Nicholas) dated a charter in Gara in 1369. DL 93 410.

* Lorenzo de MONACT: Carmen seu historia de Carolo II. cognomento parvo, rege Hungariae.
Tr. Sandor Marki. In: Kozépkori krénikdsok 10. [Medieval chroniclers 10.] Budapest 1910. p. 129-
153. here: p. 138.

* ANjoU IIL. p. 277; Zichy TIL. p. 287-288, 293.
 FEJER IX/7. p. 475

* Kre$imir REGAN: Srednjovjekovno sijelo plemicke obitelji Gorjanski. n: Scrinia Slavonica 6
(2006) p. 127-159.
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Stephan Garai’s sons tried to get estates mainly in Valkd, Pozsega and
Baranya counties. According to the charters Nicholas’ father, Andrew and his
brother, Paul held their estates in communal tenure. This is proven by a
document written in 1320. Before that members of the Szentemagocsi family
wreaked havoc on the estates of the Garai family, for example they destroyed
the church in Gara. The victims forgave them and asked Azorjas (in Baranya
county) and Valkof6 (in Valké county) villages as a compensation.® Andrew
got the parts of Panyit settlement north from Gara in 1332.% In 1340 the
widow of Andrew gave Malomszeg and Korpona (Villamteleke) estates to
her sons, Paul and Nicholas in Baranya county.! The brothers’ right to collect
the ferriage at Ebres and Salamonsziget settlements on the Drava river was
verified in 1352.2 In 1356 they got Orbova® and Dobdc in Pozsega county
and Kistjlak in Valko, since Pet6 and Stephan Dobdc died without heirs. This
donation for Nicholas was ratified two times by queen Maria in 1383.
Vicsadal and Benczencz estates were also mentioned in these charters.® Parts
of Kistjlak® were found near Gara lordship, therefore they were incorporat-
ed in the organisation. This was the first step of building a large lordship.
Gara settlement transformed into the centre of a 455 km? territory by the end
of the 15% century.®

Nicholas Garai got Cserdg in Szerém county from the king, presumably
after the Wallachian campaign. This castle was governed by the king's
castellans in the 1330s and 1340s, after which it became a part of the honor of
the ban of Macso. A church in honour of Peter and Paul apostles was
established by Nicholas in 1372.

% ANJOU L. p. 574-576.

“DL33579.

" ANJou IV. p. 21-22.

 ANjou V. p. 599. Ebres villa and Boya oppidum were mentioned as possessions of Nicholas
Garai the late by Ladislai Naples in 1392. Magyar diplomicziai emlékek az Anjou-korbol III.
[Hungarian diplomatic records from the Angevin era] Ed. Gusztav WENZEL. Budapest, 1876. p.
714-716.

% The castle was mentioned in the sources from 1339. (SMICIKLAS X. 453) It was the fort of the
heirs of Domonkos Csak palatine (1262-1300). After the Orbovai family died out (Dobdci
Czimba), the king gave it to Paul and Nicholas Garai in 1356.

* DL 33740.

% The parts of Kistjlak were Radefalva, Jakabfalva, Burcsinfalva és Masztafalva. Dezsé CSANKI:
Magyarorszdg torténelmi foldrajza a Hunyadiak kordban [The historical geography of Hungary in
the Hunyadi era]. Budapest 1890-1913.

* ENGEL 2001b.

 FrJER IX/4. p. 431-432.

113



Tiinde Arvai

Nagyharsany* \

= - e
[ o) K

Vicsadal*

)

The patrimonial and acquired estates of Nicholas Garai ban of Macso

Means of expression of baronial identity

The Dorozsma genus was disintegrated in the middle of the 14" century.
After dividing Stephan’s land, his sons did not share their new royal
donations with their brothers. The younger and more talented palatine
branch collected more estates than the ban branch within a short time. The
described members of the family did not use de genere Dorosma as their
identifier, but the de Gara expression was used as surname after the ancient
settlement. Probably the contact was not broken between the families and
with the clanmonastery, but the members of the families tried to represent
their devoutness in alternative ways (for example establishing churches).
Certain names (Paul, Nicholas, Stephan, John) were preferred in their
naming practice. The motive of the ancient armour of the genus (the crown-
ed snake with apple in his mouth) was often visualized on the magisterial
sigil of the Garais. This tradition was not only part of the knightly culture and
means to express solidarity to the genus but also the manifestation of genus-
identity which, since the rule of Béla IV, had transmitted the political practice,
wanting to demonstrate power for newly rising families.*

* Erik FUGEDL: Ispdnok, birdk, kiskirdlyok. A kizépkori magyar arisztokrdcia fejlédése. [Bailiffs, barons,
petty monarchs. The development of the medieval Hungarian aristocracy.] Budapest 1986. p.
222-231.
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Nicholas Garai’s career basically influenced the later history of the family.
He set up their political prestige, lordship property, and the territorial power
attached; furthermore, it introduced a network of relations which ensured a
lot of possibilities for his sons for a bright career. The real turn in the fortune
of the family was the appointment of Nicholas to the palatine office in 1375.
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